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WW‚̊öĨ ̃ 
T is with no little Pleaſure 1 

l hear of the good Opinion you 
have conceived of the Society 

for Promoting Chriſtian Know- 

ledge, and of the great Satisfaction 

you expreſs in being choſe a Cor- 

reſponding . Member thereof; I doubt 
not, but you will be ſtill more and 

more pleaſed as you become. better 
acquainted with the Deſigns they are 


.. Ingaged in, and the Methods they 


take to make them effectual; which, 
| becauſe at preſent, I believe, you are 
not throughly acquainted with, I 
thought it not amiſs to give you a 
ſhort Account of the Riſe and Pro- 
greſs of this Society, and of the Suc- 
ceſs it has pleaſed God to give to 
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their pious Endeavours; and this I 
am the more induced to, in hopes, 
that what I ſhall communicate on 
this Occaſion, may ſuggeſt to you 
ſome Hints, that probably will be 
of Uſe to you in carrying on the 
ſame good Work in your own 
Neighbourhood. | 
But as I am very well aſſured 
you are a hearty Well-wiſher tac 
ecuvery thing that tends to the Ad- 
vancement of God's Glory, I doubt 
not but you'll pardon me, if, before 
I enter upon what I principally aim 
at, I detain you ſo long, as to lay 
before you an Account of ſome o- 
ther Societies, which have been ſet 
up of late Years, in and about the | 
City of London, who, by different 
Methods, are endeavouring to prep | 4 
mote the ſame Ends, (viz.) the In- 
tereſt of Religion, and the Good of 
Souls. % 

1 need not, I believe, tell you, 
That the Religious and Virtuous 
Part of this Nation have for a long 
Time complain'd of the infamous 
Clubs of Atheiſts, Deiſts, and Soci- 
nians, Who, for many Years paſt, 

„ have 
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of 
have, with an uncommon Zeal, la- 
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houred to propagate their pernicious 
Priuciples, and thereby have eadea- 


+» youred, either to undermine the 


g * 


# 
' 
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Truth of the revealed Religion, or to 


diſparage the Myſteries of our holy 
Faith: It was this, that excited 


ſome, who had a true Concern for 


the Honour of God, to form them- 


ſelves alſo into Societies; that ſo by 
their united Zeal and Endeavours,” 
they might oppoſe the Miſchief of 
ſuch dangerous Principles, and for- 


tifie both themſelves and others a- 


gainſt the Attempts of thoſe Sons 
of Darkneſs, who make it their Bu- 


ſineſs to root out (if poſſible) the 


very Notians of divine things, and 


all Differences of Good and Evil. 
— Accordingly about 35 Years ago, 
432 conſiderable Number of pious 
:. Perſons of the Church of England 
met frequently together to pray, 
ſing Pſalms, and read the Holy 
_ Scriptures, and to reprove, exhort, 
and edifie one another by their re- 


ligious Conferences; and their Num- 


ber have fiance ſo encreaſed, that 
1 they make at preſent about Forty 


35 Two 
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Two Societies, in and about London 
and Weſtminſter. This Example hath 


been followed by ſeveral devont Per- 


ſons in divers other Parts of this 


Nation; as alſo in Ireland, particu- 


larly in Dublin, where there are ſe- 


veral of theſe Societies, encouraged 


by the Biſhops end inferior Clergy 


Theſe Societies, and their Methods 
and Orders, were inquired into, and- 
approved, by our late QUEEN of 
| bleſſed Memory, and the late Arch- 


Biſhop Tillotſon, and Biſhop Stilling- 


Jeet: and are greatly eſteemed by 


veral others of our Biſhops and 
Clergy, who have made the ſame 


Eriquiry: And theſe are the So- 
cieties, which are particularly call- 


ed, The Religious Societies; a 


whoſe charitable Deſigus are deſcri- 


bed, and recommended in a pious 


Diſcourſe by the Reverend Doctor 


Joſiah Woodward, entitled, An Account 
of the Riſe and Progreſs of the Religious 
Societies in the City of London, &c. 


Theſe Societies have been very 
inſtrumental in promoting, in ſome. 
e FT Churches, 
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5 Churches, Daily Prayers, Preparato- 


ry Sermons to the Holy Communi- 


on, the Adminiſtration of the Sa- 


. crament every Lord's-Day and Ho- 
| ly-Day, and many other excellent 


| Deſigns conformable to the Doctrine 
and Conſtitution of the Church of 
England; which have not a little 


contributed to promote Religion, 
particularly among thoſe of the 


younger ſort. 


But as the private Devotions and 


_ exemplary Lives of the Members of 


theſe Societies were not ſufficient 
to ſtop the Torrent of Vice which 


| had broken in upon us: About 


Twenty Three Years ſince, Five or 
Six private Gentlemen, Members 


of the Church of England, conſider- 
* Ing that the higher the Tide of 


. Wickedneſs run, the more need 


there was of oppoſing it, agreed to 


ſet up a Society fo? Refozination 
ok Banners, by promoting the 


Execution of the Laws againſt Vice 


and Immorality; and this Deſign, 


tho? at firſt violently oppoſed by 


the Advocates of Debauchery, yet 


(8) 
by the divine Aſliſtance, the Patro- 
nage of their late Majeſties King 


William and Queen Mary, the Coun- 


te nance of many of the Clergy, par- 
ticularly of his Grace the late Lord 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and by the 


| Zeal and Induſtry of the Perſons 


engaged therein, (moſt of which are 
Men of conſiderable Rank and For- 
tune; as Members of Parliament, Ju- 
ſtices of the Peace, Lawyers, and emi- 
nent Citizens) hath proſpered to a 
Degree exceedingly great, beyond 
What humane Wiſdom did, or could - 
expect; for this Deſign encountring 


no Man's honeſt Advantage, no ways 
intermedling in Matters of Contro- 
verſie; and the executive Part being 
managed by ſuch, who have conſtant- 


ly refuſed even ſuch Share of the 


Forfeitures on Convictions, as the 
Law allows to Informers, leſt they 
ſhould ſeem to aim at their own 


private Advantage; many virtuous 
good People of the Proteſtant Diſ. 


ſenters, as well as of the Church of 


England, have readily agreed to join | 


Hearts and Purſes in the Proſecu- 


tion thereof; and this Union of 
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Hearts and Affections in things ſo 
agreeable to all who deſerve the 
Name of Proteſtants, of Chriſtians, 


of Engliſhmen, or even of Men, hath . 
been of great Uſe to remove the 
| Prejudices which many have taken. 
up againſt the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
as well as againſt one another, and 
| hath laid a Foundation of that 

Love and Charity among Chrifti- 
ans, which all good Men ſo mighti 


JJ 
It is by the Endeavours of: this 
Society, aſſiſted by the Religious So- 
cieties aforeſaid, and divers others 
ſince formed, and acting under the. 


Influence of it, that many Thou- 
ſands have been convicted of Swear- 
ing, Curſing, Drunkenneſs, Lewd- 
. neſs, Prophanation of the Lord's- 
Day. Cc. in and about the Cities of 


London and Weſtminfter , many of 


whom Cat leaſt outwardly ) have 


been reformed thereby. ; 
By theſe Means our Streets have - 
been very much cleanſed of the 
lewd Night-Walkers, and other 


publick Places of the Gangs of de- 
| teſtable Sodomites, and even thoſe 
a nn, "1 ) 
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Parts of the Town have been very 2 
much cleared, which were formerly 1 
notorious for the Number of Baw- 0 
dy-Houſes, and the harbouring of as 


lewd and wicked Perſons. 
 *© Beſides the great Good that 
© hath been done hy them ſince they 
have enlarg'd their Deſigns in 
promoting the ſincere Practice of 
„Religion, by their procuring ſo 

% many Books and Papers to be 

© writ for the awakening of Men 

4 to a Senſe of their Sins, and Con- 

_ * cern for their Souls; the exciting 
of them to a conſcientious Diſ- 
© charge of Family-Duty ; and the 
de laying open to the World the 
© outragious Diſorders and execra- 
„ble Impieties of the Play-Houſes, 
with the fatal Elfects of them to 

* the Nation in general, and the 
* manitef Sin and Danger of par- 
** ticular Perſons frequenting of 
them; and in giving away, at 
© their own Expence, a great Num- 
„ her of thoſe Books and Papers 
te that they precured to be poblith= | 
* ed on ſich proper SubjeAs for the | 1 
L eſſecting a Reformation; and lafly, Þ| - 
; . 
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the promoting of the Education of 


| Perſons that are no great Friends: 


Fs 
« poor Childrenin the Principles of 
« Religion, and the employing of 


e them (with their Learning) in 
© ſome ſuch Work as may render 
ee them ſerviceable to the Publick. 


Of the Riſe, Progreſs, and Suc- 
ceſs of theſe Societies, the World 


has had an Account, in a Book, 


entituled, An Account of the Societies 


or the Reformation of Manners in En- 


gland and [reland ; with a Perſuaſiue 
to Perſons of all Ranks to be zealous 


and diligent in promoting the Execu- 


tion of the Laws againſt Profareneſs 


and Debanchery, for eſfecting a Natio- 
nal Reformation : Publiſhed with the 
Approbation of a conſiderable Number 


of Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 


of the Honourable Judges of both Ring- 
doms; and alſo in another Book, en- 
tituled, An Account of the B 


of 
the Reformation of Manner: The 
former of which Books has been 


_ tranſlated into ſeveral Languages, 


for the Promoting a Reformation. 


ia other Nations. 


You will perhaps meet with ſome- 


19- 
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to the Society for Reformation of 


Manners; and tis no Wonder; (for 
they that are Enemies to God and 


Religion, will be ſure to oppoſe 


_ thoſe that attempt to weaken the 


Kingdom of Darkneſs) but as the 


Pre jud ices that ſome have conceived 
are owing in a great Meaſure to 
their Ignorance of the true Nature 
of this Deſign, and the wrong No- 
tions they have entertained concern- 
ing it; yon will do well to recom- 


| 


mend to thoſe whom you find diſ- 
poſed to liſten to the Convictions 


of Truth and Reaſon, two Books, 
(which have been lately written by | 


John Diſney, Eſq;) entituled, Eſſays 


upon the Execution of the Laws againſt 


Immorality and Prophaneneſs ; the ſeri- 
_ ous Peruſat whereof will, I doubt 

not, convince any Man, that 1s not 
bli 
that the eũdeavouring to ſuppreſs 
Immorality and Profaneneſs, by 


proſecuting the Oſſenders accord- 


ing to Law, is a truly noble and 


Chriſtian Undertaking, and conſe- 
quently to be countenanced and 
encouraged by all thoſe, that have 
any Regard ſor the Honour of Gd 


and the Salvation of Souls. I 


his Luſts and Paſſions, 


ſhort Account o 


CF 
I ſhall next preſent you with a 

f. Her Majeſty's Boun- 
ty for an Augmentation to poor Li- 
ings. About the latter End of the Vear 
1703. Her Majeſty was pleaſed to 
inform Her Parliament, by a Meſ- 


ſage, of Her gracious Inteatioas of 
granting her whole Revenue of Firſt 
Fruits and Teaths to the poor 


Clergy ; whereupon an Act was paſt 


in the Second and Third Year of 


Her Reign, entituled, An Act for the 


maling more effectual Her Majeſty's 
Fracious Intentions for the Augmenta- 
tion of the Maintenance of the poor 


Clergy, by enabling Her Majeſty to 


grant in Perpetuity the Revenues of the 


Firſt Fruits and Tenth: ;, and alſo fur 
enabling any other Perſons to make 
Grants for the ſame Purpoſe: After 
which Her Majeſty, by Letters Pa- 
_ tents under Her great Seal, bear- 
ing Date the Third Day of November 
1704. was pleaſed to eſtabliſh a 


Corporation, by the Name and Ti- 


_ tle of The Governgurs of the 
Bounty of Queen Anne, fo2 the 


Augmentation of the Mainte- 


nauce of the poop Clergy, the 


Greatcſt 
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Greateſt and moſt Conſiderable that 


ever was known ia ENR; being 
compoſed of all the 'Lords, and 
others of Her Majeſty's moſt Ho- 


nourable Privy Council, for the 


time being; all the Lords Lieute- 


nants, and. Cuſtodes Rotulorum in 
England; all the Lords the Biſhops; | 
all the Deans of CollegiateChurchesz; 
all the Judges ; the Queen's Serje- 
ants; the Attorney and Sollicitor 
General; the Advocat-General; the 


Chancellors, and Vice-Chancellors of 
both the Univerſities; the Lord-May- 


or and Aldermen of London; and 


all Mayors of Cities for the time 


being: and by new Letters Patents, 
dated 5 March 1713. for Preventing 
the Delay and Obſtruttion of the Buſi= 


neſs of the ſaid Corporation, Her Ma- 
jeſty has been pleaſed to encreaſe 
the Number of the ſaid Governours, 
by adding all the Officers of the 


Board of Green-Cloth;all theQneen's 


Serjeants, aud Council learned in. 
the Law; and the Four Clerks in 
ordiuary of the Privy Council. The 


flirſt thing the Governours did, af- 


ter opeulag their Commiſſion, was 


„ 


to conſider the State of the Reve- 


nue of Firſt Fruits and Tenths, and 


of the Condition and Numbers of 


poor Livings to which the Royal 
Bounty was to extend, viz. To all 
under 8ol. per Annum. As to the 


Firſt, they found that the whole 


Revenue of Tenths did not amount 
to quite 13,000). yearly; and that 
the Firſt Fruits, which were much 


more contingent, did not, at a Me- 
dium of 20 Years together, exceed 


5oool. per Annum; but the ſaid Re- 


venue of Firſt Fruits and Tenths, at 


the Time it was veſted in the Go- 


vernours, ſtood charg'd with Grants 


and Penſions, ( ſeveral of them for 
Life) to the Value of about 11, oool. 


per Annum; and with great Arrears 


of the ſaid Penſions, which (together 


with one Annuity of 1000. that 


they have bought off) have coſt the 
Governours near 30, ol. As to 


the latter, to wit, the Number of 


ſmall Liv ings, the Lords the Biſhops, 


. - 


at the Requeſt cf the reſt of the 


Governours, made a Return tothem 


of all Liviags in their reſpeQive 
Dioceſes, not exceeding 801. per Ar- 


num, 
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num, the whole Number of which 
amounted to above 5000. This be- 
ing the State both of the Revenue 
and of the poor Livings, and the 
Demands of an Augmentation be- 
ing ſo great, and the Aſſets ſo ſmall, 


there remained but one way to 


make the poor Clergy ſenſible of 
the Queen's Bounty, the Effe&ts of 


which (being ignorant of the Dif- 
ficulties that had lain ſo long in the 
way) they had been expecting ſo 


many Years; wherefore the Gover- 


nors humbly repreſented the Con- 


dition of the Revenue to Her Ma- 


jeſty, and procured her Leave to 


bring into Parliament a Bill for 
diſcharging ſmall Livings from their 


Firſt Fruits and Tenths, and all 
| Arrears thereof; by which, and by 


a ſubſequent Act in the Sixth Year 


of the Queen, for allowing a longer 


time to the Biſhops for returning 


Certificates of ſuch pcor | ivings as 
had loſt the Benefit of the firſt AR, 
almoſt Half the Eccleſiaſtical Liv- 


ings of England were diſcharged 
from the Payment of firſt Fruits 
and Teaths; and above 3ooo!l. per 

- e Annum 


. 


= ' Annum ſtruck off from the Reve- 


ug 


nue of Tenths; inſomuch that (about 
Iooool, being yearly deducted to 


pay the Grants and Penſions with 


which the Revenue is charg'd) there 
remains now to the Governours no 
more than the contingent Income 


of Firſt Fruits to be diſtributed a- 


mong the poor Clergy, which, com- 


munibus aunis, may amount to be- 
tween 4000 and 5000dl, per Annum; 

of which the Governcurs have been 
ſo good Husbands, that they have 


now in their Hands near 1cooo/. 


which, by the Governours Rules *, 


lately confirm'd by Her Majeſty, 
under Ker Great Seal, and by the 


_ Generoſity of concurring BenefaQors, 
there is great Reaſon to hope it will 


be encreaſed to double that Sum, and 


by that Means there may be, in a 
\ ſhort time, about 100 poor Livings 
_*  partaking of Her Majeſty's and Her 
_ Charitable Subjects Bounty, 


There 


 * Theſe Rules have been ſeveral Times pub- 
liſhed in the Gazette, and 10,000 Copies of 
them printed and diſperſed among th: Pa- 


d cchial Clergy, by order of the Gover nouri. 
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| There are alſo a Number of well- 
_ diſpoſed Perſons, who have endea- 
voured to aſſiſt the Labours of the 


Clergy, by procuring Benefactions 
for ereting Parochial Libraries 


in the meanly endowed Cures 


throughout England; by whoſe Care 
and Endeavours this Deſign has 


been fo far advanced, that there are 
already upwards of 50 Libraries 


compleat, conſiſting of a competent 
Number of the beſt Comments on 


the Holy Scriptures, and the moſt 
approved Treatiſes of practical Di- 


vinity. Theſe Libraries have been 


beſtow'd on Livings not exceeding 


3ol. a Year certain Value to the 
Incumbent ; and have been ſo diſ- 
pers'd, that almoſt every Dioceſe in 


the Kingdom has receiv'd a Speci- 
men of them, as may be ſeen by _ 


the Liſt ia the Poſtſcript. 


To ſecure theſe Books to all Po- 


ſterity, as well as to ſatisfie the Bene- 


factors to this Deſign, an AR of 
Parliament paſſed ia the Year 1708, 9. 


for the better Preſervation of Parochi- 
.al Libraries in that Part of Great 


Bri- 1 


ee rees? 


Pur 
good Deſign hope to advance it 
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Britain called England ; whereby ſuch 
wholeſome Proviſions are made for 


reventing Embezelments, as it is 
oped will prove effectual for that 
poſe. The Promoters of this 


farther, as it ſhall pleaſe God to 
incline ſome charitable Perſons to 


contribute towards it, there being 
already in Store ſome Thouſands of 
Books in Quires for carrying it on. 


Beſide theſe Helps to the Clergy, 


there is a Society, whoſe Province 
is in a more peculiar manner to aſ- 
ſiſt their Widows and Children; 
and that is the Society of the 


Sons of the Clergy, incorporated 
by King Charles II. July 1. 1678. 
by the Name of The Sovernours 


ok the Charity fo2 Relief of the 


Pooꝛ Wivows and Children of 
Clergy-Yen. Several Hundreds 
of Widows and Children of the 


Clergy have yearly received great 


Relief from this charitable Founda- 


tion, the Number of which laſt 
Year was 449. and the Sums diſtri- 
1 buted among them amounted to 
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1050. 115. There is a Branch of 
this Society at Cheſter, which de- 
fer ves to be taken Notice of here, 


as worthy to be imitated in other 
Places. In the Year 1700. or there- 


about, the Clergy of the Arch-Dea- 
conry of Cheſter, at the PDeſire of the 
Right Reverend Dr. Stratford, then 
Biſhop of Cheſter, and Dr. Ent wiſte, 


then Arch-Deacon, conſented to 


meet at Warrington, a fair Market- 
Town near the Centre of that Arch- 
Deaconry, for the Relief of Widows 


and Orphans of Clergy-Men. They 
have ever ſince continued to meet 

on the firſt Tueſday in June Anny- | 
ally. They walk ia a Body (the 


| Biſhop being uſually at the Head of 


them) to the Church, are preſent 
at divine Service, and hear a Ser- 
mon preach'd unto them by one 


of the principal Clergy on that Oc- 


caſion. Thence they return to a 


Houſe where they dine. After 
Dinner, a Collection is made, every 
one putting ſecretly into a Box 
prepared for that Purpoſe what 
Money he thinks fit, which gene- 


rally amounts to about 60 or 7ol. 
Mi cl When «is 


ä 
When the Collection is over, they 
chuſe Five Stewards from among 


the Clergy, to whom they deliver 


the Money; theſe Stewards take 
care to diſtribute it to ſuch Wi- 


dos and Children of Clergy-Men, 


as they ſhall think proper Objects 


of Charity. But before the Money 


is delivered to the new Stewards, 


they audit the Accounts of the Stew- 
ards of the preceding Year, which 


Accounts are approv'd and ſign'd 


by ſome of the Sons of the Clergy- 
Men then preſent, and tranſmitted 


to the Corporation of Clergy-Mens 


Sons at London, of which this So- 
ciety in Cheſhire is now become a 


Part, by an Inftrument regularly 
executed, and is made capable of 
enjoying the ſame Privileges and 


Advantages with them. 


There remains but one Society 
more to give you an Account of, 
before I enter upon what I promi- 
ſed, which is, The Soctety fo? 
Pꝛopagating the Goſpel in Fo- 
reign Parts. This took its Riſe 
at firſt from The Society for Promo- 


ting 


SF (22) 
- ting Chriſtian Knowledge. One great 
Branch of whoſe Deſign originally 


was, the Promoting Chriſtian Know- 


ledge in our Foreign Plantations; 


and accordingly, in ſome ſhort time, 


with the Aſſiſtance of divers well 
diſpoſed Perſons, they procured 
and made upEight Hundred Pounds, 
(of which the Religious Societies in and 

about London contributed one Hun- 


dred Pounds) this Eight Hundred 


Pounds they applied towards provid- 
ing Bibles, and Common-Prayer- 


Books, Catechiſms, and other religious 


Treatiſes, which they tranſmitted 


to the ſeveral Colonies in North- 


America; as alſo in furniſhing ſe- 
veral of the Plantations with Pa- 
rochial Libraries, to invite pious 
and learned Clergy-Men to go over 
and reſide there. They alſo (by 


voluntary Subſcriptions) procured a | 


Maintenance for Six Miſſionaries, 


who being approved by the Lord 


| Biſhop of London, went to Preach the 
Goſpel in thoſe Parts : And to ren- 
der this Undertaking more effectual, 

they ſettled Correſpondences with 
the Clergy and other worthy Per- 
ſons there, as well as here at Home. 


| CW 
Thus far the Society proceeded 

in this Affair; but this Deſign be- 
ing found too large and extenſive, 
and too great an Undertaking for 
a few private Perſons, His late Ma- 
el} jeſty, King William, upon Applica- 
ea tion made to him, was graciouſly 
pleaſed, by his Royal Charter, Arno 
Dom. 1701. to incorporate his Grace 
n- the preſent Lord Archbiſhop of Can- 
ed © 7erbury, and a great Number of o- 
4. ther Perſons of the greateſt Chara- 
&er both in Church and State, to- 
gether with the then Members of 
ed This Society, by the Name of the 
ha Society for Propagation of the Goſpel 
in Foreign Parts, with a Power of 
Electing new Members, and recei- 


- ving and diſpoſing of Charities for. 
* the Maintenance of an orthodox 


yy _ * Clergy in the Plantations, Colonies, 
1 and Factories beyond the Seas, be- 


a : = = 
' longing to the Kingdom of England 
”? — of making ſuch other Proviſr. 
a on as may be neceſlary for the Pro- 
* pagation of the Goſpel in thoſe 
a . 
n How much Good they have ac- 
ROE cordingly fince done, and are ſtill 
„ . 


2 
oy 


verſion of the Natives and Negroes, 


as well as the Inſtruction of the 
Subjects of England in thoſe Parts, 


will appear by the Accounts that 


are yearly publiſh'd at the End of 


the Sermon preached at the Anni- 


verſary Meeting of the Society- - 
And gg ments the Progreſs that 
e in executing General Cod- 
ringten s Will, who, dying April 7. 
1710. „ bequeath'd his two Plan- 
„ rations in the Iſland of Barba- 


is ma 


c does, * and part of his Iſland of 
„% Barbuda, to the Society for the 


« Propagation of the Chriſtian Religi- 


© on in Foreign Parts, erected and 


<« eſtabliſhed by his late good Mar- 

William III. and deſires © - 
t that the Plantations ſhould con- 
« tinue entire, and Three Hundred 


cc ſter King 


| « Negroes + at leaſt always kept 


there- 


* Valued at about 2000l. per Annum 

clear of al Charges. 1 
+ The Society have already reſolved to in- 

ſtrut theſe Negroes in the Principles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, „ 


( 24 ) 0 
doing; and how ſucceſsful their En- 


deavours have been in raiſing Cha- 
rities, and providing for the Con- 


( 25 ) J 


ee thereon : and a convenient Num- 
é her of Profeſſors and Scholars 


% maintain'd there, * who are to be 
ee obliged to ſtudy and praQiſe 


e Phylick and Chirurgery, as well 
as Divinity, that by the apparent 
% Uſefulneſs of the former to all 


& Mankind, they may both endear 


e themſelves to the People, and 


« have the better Opportunities of 


doing good to Mens Souls, whilſt 


&« they are taking care of their Bo- 
« dies: But the Particulars of the 


„ Conſtitution he leaves to the So- 
Gi ys compoſed of wiſe and good 


This Society meets once a Month, 


and oftner, as there is occaſion, at . 


the Archbiſhop's Library in St. Mar- 
tin's in the Fields; but for the eaſi- 


. _ er Diſpatch of Buſineſs, and to pre- 


pare Matters againſt thoſe Meetings, 


, there are ſeveral Committees of the 
Society appointed to meet at the 
. Chapter-Houſe at St. Paul's, viz. A 


General Committee, a Committee ſor 


B r 


* Note, That the Society is about building 


4 College for this End in Barbadoes. 
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ſettling Biſhopricks in America, a Com- ö 


mittee for improving General Cod- 


Tington's Bequeſt to the Society, 4 
Committee to conſider of the beſt Me- 


 thods for Converting of Negroes in 


Her Majeſty's Plantations and Colo- 


wies in America; beſides which 
Meetings, there is an Annual Meet- 
ing of the Corporation at the Ve- 


ſtry at Bom- Church, to chuſe a Preſi- 
dent, Vice Preſidents, Auditors, and 


the Officers neceſſary for carrying on 


their Buſineſs; at which Time they 
have a Sermon preached by one of 


their own Members. 


80 By the Account I have now given 


you of the Corporation, I have let 
you into the Knowledge of what 
was originally, as I told you, one 
Part of the Deſign of the Society 


fo: Pꝛomoting Chriſtian Know- 
ledge: What remains to be ac. 


counted for, is that other Branch 


of their Deſign, The Promoting Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge at Home : In order 


to which, I muſt acquaint you, that 


the Society began very early to en- 


Courage, as much as in them lay, 
V the 


C0. eee 
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2 the Setting vp of Charity-Schools» 


for the Inſtruction of poor Chil- 
dren in the Knowledge and Practice 
of the Chriſtian Religion, as pro- 
feſſed and taught in the Church of 


England; as well knowing, how 


much the Promoting of Chriſtian 
Knowledge, and a Conformity to 
the Precepts of the Goſpel, depends 
upon a right Education of Youth, 


© eſpecially ſuch who, through the Po- 


verty or Ignorance of their Parents, 
are in Danger of being abandon- 


ed to Ignorance, Idleneſs, and Vice. 


There has been within a very 


few Years a great Progreſs made 


in theſe Schools, which, next to the 


Bleſſing of God, has been greatly 


owing to the Care and prudent 


Management of the Truſtees of the 
reſpective Schools; ſo that in the 


Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
there are now 117 Charity-Schools, in 
which are taught above 3000 Boys, 
and more than 1700 Girls, and 
moſt of the Children are cloathed ; 
from theſe Schools there have been 


about 1650 Boys, and upwards of 
2324 Girls, . out Apprentices: 


(28) 
including many of both Sexes that 
have been taken as Servants into 
Families, and ſeveral Boys admitted 
into Her Majeſty's Service at Sea. 

Towards the Maintenance of 
theſe Schools, there is now above 


5500l. a Year ſubſcribed ; beſides 


which, there hath been collected at 


| Sermons, upon this Occaſion, the 


laſt Year, above 3400l. 
Given otherwiſe in Money at 


Times about 144871. and in Houſes, | 


Land, and Annuities, ſome of 


which are perpetual, 350/. per Ann. 


la the ſeveral Counties of SOUTH 
BRIT AIN, the Number of Charity- 
Schools are encreaſed to above oo; 
in which about 19000 poor Children 
are freely taught, many of them 


are cloathed, ſome wholly main- 
tained, and divers are placed in ſe- 


veral Stations, ſerviceable and uſe- 
ful to the Publick; but for a more 
particular Account of theſe Schools, 
and of the Methods that are taken 
for ſetting them up, I muſt refer 


you to an Account of them which 
is publiſhed once a Year: Printed 
by J. Downing in Bartholomew-Cloſe. 


In 


4 


— 
1— 


2 
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In NORTH BRIT AIN, there have 
been 28 Charity-Schools erected in 
about Six Years paſt, for teaching 


about 1000 Children, ſome of them 


ſet up by publick Bodies of Men, 
ſome by private Perſons, but 17 of 
them by means of the Society there 


incorporated the 25th of May 1709. 
by Letters Patents from Her Ma- 
jeſty for Propagating Chriſtian Know- 
| ledge. A Liſt of which Schools you 
will find at the End of the large 
Account of Charity-Schools. 


In IRELAND, a remarkable Zeal 


hath appeared during the laſt 3 or 
4 Years for promoting this kind of 


Charity in ſeveral Parts of the 
Kingdom; ſo that there are now 30 


_ Charity-Schools, wherein about 800 
Children are taught, moſt of em 
cloathed, and many wholly main- 
taln'd and ſet to work; of which 


you'll find the Particulars in the 


large Account publiſhed this Year, 
as mentioned above. 


Her Majeſty's Plantations in 


 NEW-ENGL AND and NEW-YORK 
have alſo encouraged Schools for 
_ Educating poor Children in Read- 


B3 £ ing, 5 
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ing, Writing, Arithmetick, and the 


Knowledge of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. 1 


Nor are Her Majeſty's Domini- 


ons only happy in the ſucceſsful 


Endeavours of this ſort of Charity. 


The Czar of Muſcovy has alſo 


lately erected Schools in ſeveral of 


the great Towns in his Dominions. 
And Denmark, Sweeden, Switzer- 
land, and ſeveral of the German 
Princes, have made Enquiry about 


— 


the Methods here uſed in ſetting . 


up theſe Schools. And here 1 can- 
not but take Notice of the faithful 


and ſurpriſing Account of the pious 


Foundation at Glaucha near Hall in 
Saxony, Which from fo ſmall a Be- 
ginning as Eighteen Shillings and 
Six Pence, dropt into an Alms- 


Box fixed at the Study-Door of the 
Reverend Auguſtus Hermannus Franck, 


Miniſter there, is now, by ſeaſonable 


and unexpected Supplies, (as God o- 


pened the Hearts and Hands of 


Neighbours and Strangers) grown 


ſo large as to become a ſort of 
 Vaiverſity. The Hiſtory of which 
is worth your Peruſal, 


in a Book, 
__  entituled, 


— 
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entituled, Bieta: Hallenſis : or an Ab- 


ſtract of it: Both printed by Joſeph 


Downing, 


Another Branch of the Deſign of 
this Society has been the Diſperſing 
of Religious Books, eſpecially amongſt 


the poorer ſort of People; as Bibles, 


Common Prayer Books, Church- Ca- 


techiſms, with ſome Expoſitions 
thereof ; others relating to Wor- 


ſhip, as Family-Prayers, Confirma- 
tion, and frequent Communion ; 


likewiſe ſuch as treat of the Du- 


ties of Repentance and Reſtirntion, 
c. of the evil and dangerous Con- 
fequences of common Vices, as pro- 
fane Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Un- 


cleanneſs, Profanation of the Lord's- 
Day, Cc. as alſo his Grace the 


Archbiſnop of Canterbury's Letter 


to the Clergy; whoſe pious and 
fatherly Inſtructions and Recom- 
mendations therein have been of 
extraordinary Uſe for the exciting 


and encouraging the Clergy and 


Laity, in their ſeveral Stations, to 
oppoſe. and diſcountenance the Pro- 
faneneſs and Immorality of the pre- 


ſent Age: above 200,000 of theſe 


„ 
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A 


and the like Tracts (moſt of which 


have been printed at the Charge 


of the Society) have been diſtribu- | 


red amongſt the Seamen and Sol- 


diers at home and abroad, to the 


Sick and Wounded in Hoſpitals, to 
Priſoners, to Perſons imployed in 
the Work-Houſes, and to the Poor 
in other Places. 


The Society have likewiſe ſent - 
Specimens of ſeveral ſmall praQi- 


cal and devotional Treatiſes to their 


correſponding Members in the 
Country, that pious and charitable 
Perſons might be encouraged, by 
the Lowneſs of the Price, (of which 


there is a Catalogue printed for that 
Purpoſe) to diſtribute them amongſt 


the Poor; and accordingly, by this | 
Means, not only the Correſpondents, 


but ſeveral others, have bought up 


and diſtributed great Numbers of 


theſe ſmall Tracts; as alſo ſome 


Quantitics of Bibles, and Common- 
Prayer-B oks. Be ſides which, ſeve. 


ral uſetul Books have been tranſla- 


ted jnro the Welſh Language, and 1 


diſperſed ia Wales, for the Mo 
3 1 ” of 


* — — 
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A 


of ſuch as do not underſtand Eng- 
liſh ;, and becauſe Octavo Bibles in 


that Language are exceeding ſcarce, 


the Society are now promoting a 
new Edition of the Bible and Com- 


mon-Prayer Book in Welſh. 
The Succeſs that has attended 


this Deſiga of diſperſing Bibles, 
_ Common-Prayer-Books, and ſmall 
Tracts, among the poorer ſort, gives 
us great Reaſon to hope, that a dilt- 


gent Purſuit of it will, by degrees, 


(through the Bleſſing of God) bring 
the Generality of the common Peo- 
ple to a good Senſe of the Impor- 


tance of Religion, and a ſerious 


_ Concern for their everlaſting Wel- 


fare. - 


The Society are ſo fully convin- 


ced of the Reaſonableneſs of ſuch | 


Hopes, that they have extended 
their Charity of this kind ro other 
Parts ; and have ſent Packets of theſe 


little Books into Ireland, New-En- 
gland, Holland, Switzerland, and other 


Foreign Countries; for which End, 
they have alſo procured ſeveral uſe. 
ful Books to be tranſlated into ſome 


Foreign Languages; which has had 


*3  M 


(34 


10 good an Effect, that the late 


King of Pruſſia, being preſented 


with the Tranſlation of the Soldi- 
er's Monitor, was pleaſed to ex- 


preſs a great liking of it, and or- 
dered it to be diſperſed through 


his Army. The King of Sweden 


has done the ſame, with the Addi- 


tion of the Kind Caution to Prophane 
Swearers, at the End of it. The 


Land-Grave of Heſſe· Caſſel, ſome time 
ago, ordered Four Thouſand of the 
_ ſame to be printed for the Uſe of 
his Soldiers: And 'tis to be hoped, 
_ theſe Examples will be followed 
JJ 
Another Deſign which the Society 
has engaged in, has been the Ere- 


ing Libraries in Wales, where they 
obſerving that there are a great Num- 
ber of Benefices which are inſuffi- 


cient for the Maintenance of a Mi- 
niſter, and that in many of them 
the Clergy are not well able to fur- 
nift themfelves with Books, they 


= thought it would be a Means of 
33 our holy Religion, to 


x Lending Libraries in the ſeveral 


Market- Towns within each County | 


of 


ate | 
wer of the Four Dioceſes in Wales - 
di-. Accordingly they printed hook 
ex- fals, to encourage well-diſpoſed Per- 
or- ſons to contribute Money or Books 
gh for that Purpoſe; and the Biſhops 
len of Worceſter, Hereford, Bangor, St. 
di- Davids, Landaffe, and St. Aſaph, 
ene baving been pleaſed to be Truſtees 
he in this Affair, it met with that En- 
me couragement, that the Society have 
he ſet up Four Lending Libraries, tothe 
of Value of 60 Pounds each and up- 
d, wards, in the Cities of Bangor, and: 
ed St. Aſapb; and in the Towns of Car- 
marthen, in the Dioceſe of St. Da- 
ty vid's; and Comvridge, | in the Dioceſe: 
e- Of Landafſe, 
ey. But that you may the hetter jadoe: 
n- of the Nature and Deſign of this: 
fi= Society, I ſhall further acquaint yon, 
i. With ſeveral Particulars which they: 
m have from time to time recommend-- 
r- ed in their Circular Letters to their. 
y correſponding Members. 
of That if their Correſpondents: 
q « jn each County were diſpoſed to- 


* + 2.8} 


« meet once a Year, or oftner, (if: 
te found practicable) to conſult how- 


f TE T7 * may promote Charity 
DIES 58 Schools, 


"W 
c 


on and maintaining of them, it 
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Schools, and remove ſuch Diſfi- 
culties as occur in the erecting 


might contribute very much to 
further the Deſign. 

& That if their Correſpondents 
did fometimes viſit not only 
thuſe Charity-Schools in their 
Neighbourhood, but ſuch as are 
more diſtant from them, when 
they happen to travel in the 


Country, or in their way to 
London, leaving with them a 
Word of Commendation or Ad- 
vice, ſuitable to the Condition of 


ſuch Schools; as it might be done 
without Offence, ſo no doulit it 
would be a very great Encou- 
ragement both to Maſters and 


Children to ſee themſelves thus 
taken Notice of by Strangers, 


© That great care ought to be 
taken iu the well diſpoſing of 
the Children when they go from 


theſe Schools; and becauſe ſome 
have apprehended, that the pla- 
cing ſo many of then out Ap- 


prent'ces to mannal Trades, as 
is now generally done, may oc- 
3 caſion 
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tc cafionin time a Want of Servants, 
“ eſpecially in Husbandry; the Soci- 


te ety have therefore recommended 
« toit their Correſpondents to con- 
4e ſider, whether the bringing up 


„the Children to Husbandry, or 
putting them out to Services in 


« ſober Families, may not be more 


Fuſeſul to the Publick, and no 


<« Jeſs beneficial to themſelves. 
« That however theſe Children 


e are diſpoſed of, it will be very 
_« neceſſary beforehand, to teach 


ce them that great Leſſon of True 


« Humility, which our: Savicur has 


*© preſcribed to all that will be 
« his Diſciples, leaſt the Advan- 
tages they receive from a pious _ 
« Education, ſhould incline them 
„ to put too great a Value upon 
« themſelves; and therefore that 


the Maſters be often put in 


« mind of guarding the Children 
« under their Care, as much as poſ- 


e ſible, againſt ſuch dangerous 
“ Conceits; and in order there- 


te unto, to inſtru& them very care- 


4c fully in the Duties of Servants, 


« and Submiſſion to Superiors. In 
| 1 That 
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e That Endeavours be uſed to 
„ prevail upon the Maſters and 
4 Miſtreſles of the Charity-Schools, 
to attend Two or Three Even- 
„ ings in a Week, for teaching 

& ſuch grown Perſons to read as: 
“ have been. neglected in their 


e Youth; and that the Society thinks | 


« this to be a Matter of ſo much 


Importance, as to deſerve the 


« Conſideration of the Truſtees a 


encourage it. 


. being of uſe, to pre- 
« vent the Concealment or Miſ- 


_ application of Moneys or Land 
« given to charitable Uſes, to have 


« ſuch Charities regiſter'd in ſome 


„ publick Place; the Society have 
recommended it to their Cor- 
« reſpondents to procure an Entry 


« of the Notices of ſuch Gifts, up- 


„ on Tables, to be hung up in the 


Churches or Chappels of the 


© Pariſhes to which ſuch Charities 
belong, or otherwiſe, as they ſhall 
think may belt preſerve the Me- 
« mory of them: And it they pleaſe 


to ſignifie the Particulars thereof 


to the Society, they will be ve- 
* oy SCE RAIN. | The 


49) 
« The Hiſtory of the Attempts 
that have been made to convert 
the Popiſh Natives of Ireland to 
the eſtabliſh'd Religion, having 
been communicated to the Soct- 
ety by the Reverend Mr. Rich- 
ardſon, one of their Correſpon- 
dents in that Kingdom, they have 


gladly embrac'd the Opportuni- 


ty of recommending the Deſign 
of the Author, for printing and 


* diſperſingCommon-Prayer-Books, 


cc 


« of ſuch Perſons, the following 


© Elauſe has been communicated to 
6£ 


Catechiſms, and religious Tracts, 


in the Iriſh Language, as a Work 


highly tending to promote the 
Welfare of Her Majeſty's Sub- 
jects, and the Proteſtant Intereſt 
in that Kingdom; and they can- 
not but deſire it may meet with 
the Countenance of all that wiſh 
well to thoſe great Ends. 

„ Several Perſons having deſir'd 
to know how a Legacy for fur- 
thering the Deſigns of the Socie- 
ty may be worded, ſo as to pre- 
vent any Douht about the Pay- 
ment of it; for the Satisfaction 


(40 


« TTE A. I A. B. ra 


&© | and bequeath unto C. D 
* and E. F. f 


« the Sum of 
40 


©« ſame to the Treaſurer for the time 


“ being, of a voluntary Society, com- 


lng 
* 


„ monly called or known by the Name 
« of, The Society for Promoting 
6 

e met about the Beginning of the Tear 

0 

* 


pay 


A 


Meeting on Thurſday at the Hou 


Q 


in Bartlet's-Buildings, in che Pariſh 


f St. Andrew in Holborn, Lon- 


© don; and now hold the ſame at Lin- 
“ colns-Inn, or ſome other Place in the 


- 


% City of London, or Suburbs thereof g 


e which ſaid Sum of 


<« 7 deſire may be applied —— Care 


upon Truſt, and to the Intent, that 
ce they, or either of them, do pay the 


Chriſtian Knowledge, which firſt 
1699. and lately held their "= ; 


(| 


« of the Reverend Mr. Henry Shute 


ce rying on the charitable Dee” 3 


c phe ſaia Society. 


And if the . is pleaſed 


to reſtrain his Charity to any par- 


ticular Branch of the Society's De- 


ſigns, 


(| \ 


1 
ſigns, he may add, either in Great 
Britain, Ireland, or the Eaſt - Indies. 

The laſt Deſign I ſhall mention, 
tho? not of the leaſt Importance, is 
that of the Proteſtant Miſſion to 
the Eaſt-Indies ; of which be pleas'd 
to take the following Account. 


uk. Year 1705. the King of 


»mark (being moved thereto by 
one of his Chaplains) ſent two Re- 


verend Divines, bred at Hall in 


Saxony, under Mr. Profeſſor Franck, 
to the Coaſt of Coromandel in the 


|  Eaſt-Indies, to attempt the Conver- 
ſion of the Malabar Heathen in 
thoſe Parts, with an Annual Al- 
lowance for their Subſiſtence there. 


Soon after their Arrival on that 


Coaſt, they writ to their Friends 

in Europe an Account of their Voy= 
age, of the Difficulties they mes 
with in the Work they had under- 


taken, and of the likeiieſt Means 


to remove them. The Subſtance 


of theſe Letters was publiſhed in 
Engliſh in the Years 1709 and 1710. 
and no ſooner did this Account 
appear in our Language, but many 


Charitable Perſons ſhew'd themſelves 


heartily : 


ett LJ 
_ heartily diſpos'd to aſſiſt in pro- 
moting ſo good a Deſign, and of 


Which Proteſtants had been hither- 


to too too negligent. - The Society 
far Promoting Chriſtian Knowledge 
took upon them the Management 


of ſuch Charities as were put into 


their Hands for the Support and 


Enlargement of the Miſſion, and ap- 


pointed a Committee of their Mem- 
rs to meet as often as they ſhould 


fee fir, to conſult about the moſt 
proper Methods for carrying on 


this Work, and to maintain a Cor- 


reſpondence with the Miſſionaries 
Ut Tranquebar. This is now be- 


come a ſtanding Committee, by the 


Name of the Committee for the 
Prot eſtant Miſſion to the Eaſt-Indies, 


and meets once a Week, or oftner 
if there be Occaſion. By the libe- 


ral Contributions which have been 
made by well diſpoſed Perſons, to- 
wards this great and glorious 


Work, the Society has been en- 


bled to ſend the Miſſionaries ſeve- 
ral Sums of Money. And having 
procured a new Impreſſion of the 


New-Teſtament in Portuguezey 2 | 
„ 1 
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ſent ſome Hundred Copies of em 


for the Uſe of the Portugueze Church 


and Schools there, together with ſe- 


veral Books, and other things for 


the Uſe of the Miſſionaries. Be- 


ſides which, the more to facilitate 


this Work, they ſent a Printing- 
Preſs, with a Font of Types, and 
all other Materials belonging to it, 


and a large Quantity of Paper; all 


which fell into the Hands of the 
French, but being afterwards ran- 
ſomed, are now ſafe at Tranquebar, 


and diligently employed by the 

Miſſionaries, who have ſent into 
Europe Specimens of what they had 
already printed there. Nor have 


the Engliſh been the only Benefa- 
Qors to this Undertaking, the Ger- 
mans have contributed largely, even 


from the Beginning, towards cai ry- 


ing on this Work; and ſeveral con- 
ſiderable Sums of Money have been 


ſent into England, collected by the 
| Reverend Mr. Profeſſor Franck, in or- 


der to be remitted to the Eaſt- Indies; 


and two Vears ago a Printer was ſent 


from Hall with a Font of Malaba- 


Vick Types, Ge. as alſo u School 


Mas 


(44 


Maſter, who are ſafely arrived at 
Fort St. George. But for your full- 
er Satisfaction in this Matter, I re- 
fer you to the Narrative lately 
printed, in which you will find 


the Account of the Miſſion brought 
down to the Beginning of the Year 


1713. And tho? by the Bleſſing of 
God, and the Aſſiſtance of chari- 
table Perſons, the indefatigable La- - 


bours of the Miſſionaries have not 
been without Succeſs, yet the Pro- 


_ greſs hitherto made in the Conver- 
ſion of the Heathen, is but an En- 
 bryo, as it were, or a preparatory | 
Step towards this great Work: 
For as Enterprizes of this Nature 
move gradually ſo 'tis hop'd that 
divine Providence will gradually 
ſupply us with ſuch a Meaſure of 


his Power and Spirit as ſhall over- 


come thoſe Obſtacles which the 
grand Enemy of Souls raiſes againſt 
| ir. As the firſt Foundation of the 


Goſpel was laid in the midſt of 


various Oppoſitions, ſo we need not 


wonder if the Propagation and En- ; 


largement of it meets with the ſame 
Fate and Obſtruction; but the Work 3 


of 
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d of God, tho' it commonly meets 


with great Difficulties, will triumph 
at laſt over the fierceſt Oppoſition. 


_ Give me leave to add, that by 
Letters from Copenhagen, we under- 
ſtand that the King of Denmark be- 
ing very much affected with the 


Narrative of what had been done 


in England towards the Support of 
the Miſſion, (which is printed in 


High Dutch, and was read over in 


his Preſence) has refolved to ſup- 
port the Miſſionaries in the Work 


they have ſo happily begun, and to 
make an Addition to their Allow- 


ance, and ordered beſides a conſi- 


_ derable Preſent to be ſent to them. 


1 muſt not omit to acquaint you, 


That the Society for Propagating the 
Goſpel in Foreign Parts being limited 


by their Charter to Her Majeſty's. 
Dominions in the Weſt-Indies, could 


not, as a Society, engage in this 
_ Charity; yet their Members have, 


by their liberal Contributions, ſhewn 
a hearty Concurrence in promoting 


The Society acknowledge with 
great Thankfulneſs the Goodneſs 
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of God in the Succeſs that He has 


been pleaſed to give to their En- 


deavours; and as they cannot but 


be pleaſed to ſee that they are any 


ways inſtrumental in promoting the 


Intereſt of Religion, ſo they bear- 
tily wiſh there were more Societies 


of this kind in other Parts of the 


_ Kingdom, eſpecially among the 


_ Clergy; it having been obſerved, 
that wherever the Clergy have uni- 


ted together in Societies, purſuant 


to the Directions of his Grace the 
Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, there 
are few or no Inſtances of ſuch U- 
nion, which have not made ſome 
_ tolerable Step towards the reviving 
of Religion; either by a ſtricter 
Conformity among themſelves to 
the Canons and Rubricks of our 
Church; or by promoting Lending - 
Libraries, or Schools, or the diſ- 
perſing of pions Books, or by more 
frequent Communion, or by a more 
than ordinary Diligence in Catechi- 


PPV 


Zing, or by a frequent Attendance 


on the publick Prayers of the 
Church, or by charitable Contribu- 


tions 
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12s tions to the Poor, or by ſuppreſſing 


In- 


ut. 
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Profaneneſs and Immorality. 
In ſhort, Sir, nothing leſs than an 


united Force ſeems ſuſficient to bear 
up againſt the great Power of Vice 

and Irreligion that has broke in up- 
on us; for as the excellent Author 

of the Whole Duty of Man, in his 

Decay of Chriſtian Piety, obſerves, 
ee The Scandal which we have 
_« brought upon Religion, as it was 


e not contracted by the Irregulari- 


c ties of one or two Perſons, but 
c hy aſſociated and common Crimes; 
6 ſo neither will it be removed by 
a few ſingle and private Re for- 


de mations. There muſt be Com- 
(4 


* 


* 


binations and publick Confedera- 


“ cies in Virtue to ballance and 
„ counterpoiſe thoſe of Vice, or 
e they will never recover that Ho- 


« nour, which ſhe acquired by the 
« general Piety of her Profeſſors. 


Upon a full Conviction of this 


Truth, the Society has recommend- 


eld to their correſponding Mem- 


bers the forming Societies of this 


kind in the Country, and they hope, 


not without ſome Succeſs. 8 
1 This, 


(48) 
This, Sir, is a ſhort Account 
of our Society; to which I think 


I need add nothing farther, than 
to acquaint you, that this Society 


(as many other things of the like 
kind, which are now conſiderable, 


have done) took its Riſe from a 


very ſmall Beginning; a few pri- 


vate Gentlemen of the Church of 


England, about the Beginning of 


the Year 1699. met together, to 


conſult upon Methods for promo- 


ting the real and practical Know- 
ledge of true Religion; which be- 
ing a Deſign of ſo excellent a 


Nature, many others very readily 


came iato it; and, bleſſed be God, 
the Number of their reſiding, as 


well as correſponding Members, 


| have ſince greatly increaſed. They 


meet weekly on Thurſday After 
noon fand when any Buſineſs * 


occurs, which requires Delibe- 
ration, it is referr'd to a Com- 


_ mittee, who alſo meet Weekly for 
diſpatching all ſuch Matters as lie 


before them. 


$. 
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y God of his infinite Goodneſs 
—_ the Zeal, and bleſs the De- 
ſigns of all thoſe, who from a ſeri- 
ous Concern for their own and others 
Salvation, are labouring to promote 


the Knowledge of God, and the Pra- 
Cice of true Religion among us. 


1 an, 
$1.8, 
Wi, ith oo: Sincerity, 
1714. Your affettionate . 
Humble Servant. 


5 IST», 
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2 London 3 —12 irginia - 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


An Account of the Dioceſes 
and Towns ſupplyd with 
Parochial Libraries ſince <* | 
ſing of the Act for the _ 
12 ol hem 176. 


Dive Counties. Towns. 
nter- E NT— Neſton 
(bury K Kent > — = 


— Newport \ 
Manicantown 
Mon: Nerat — Nortbperiſ 


Se. ſaph-- \ Menrgomeryſh, Darrowen 
8 Ab. en 


.- Eglwys Rhos 
Baogor-— Comnaronſhre Pwllkeli 
Bath 


St. David's» 1 


Dioceſe. Counties. Towns. 


0 8 "ſhire Kilmerſd 
Bath and 4 mn = — — on 


1 , Briſtol Derſeſhire——— Dorcheſter 


Cardicanſbire -Lanbadernvaur 
— 2 Prendergaſt 


0 Cornwall. Leſtwithiel 


: Exeter 5 Devenſbire--— Slapton 


Devonſhire =—— Kingsbridge 
4 Glouceſterſhire -Flaxley 


1 Glouceſter - Glouceſterſhire -Oxenhall = 


 (Gleoneeſterſhire -Brockthorp 


Hereford - 4794 — Weobly 


Menmouthſbire- Monmouth = 
Iſbire-Trevethin 5 


1 Landaff— 1 Newport 


luemmout hſbire- Chepſtow 


Litchfields- Jer — Beuel 


Coventry {Parwickſbire-- Overwhitacre 


Lincoln = Huntingdenſbire=e St. Neots © 


"=  -.M 
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Dioedſe. Counties. Towzs. 


' Northamiptonſh Harrowdown 


*** parva 
Peter bo- 5 Nerthamptonſh. Indilkecbo.. 
robe h rough 

rough Northamptonſb. Oundle 
5 : Northamptonſb. Wollaſton 


( Worceſterſhire -»Feckenham 


e 2 8 
1 Worccſterſbire - Eveſham 
V orceſter- EE 


Warwickſhirs -- Alceſter 


Staffordſbire =-= — 
>< Yorkſhire —— - Tinſley 


Inelſbire — on 


f nein Tadca er 


4 Dur am 1 f Northumberland Alnwick 


Cheſter cm. — St, _ 


— 
** 2 


5 


vrkſbire —— 4 . 
h Nrkſhire — Wentworth i 


Biſhoprich—— Darlington 


r 8014 
Cumberland — Kirkoſwold 
: Carliſle -— — Bampton 


lend — Brough bySands 


N 
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A Lift of the preſent Treaſurers of 


: Þ 


the Societies mentioned i in this Let- 
| af Fer. 


"HE Corporation of the Gover- 
nours of the Bounty of Queen 
Ame, to the poor Clergy. 


- = Edward Barker of Mertlake, Eſgz i in 
Fi Tree · Court, Inner- Temple. e. 5 


For the Governours of the Charity 
"© Relief of the poor Widows and 
Children of Clergy-Men. CS 


: George Lewis, Gold ſmith overagainſt : 
the New Exchange in the Strand. 
Richard Sare, Bookieller at Gray's 
Inn in Holborn. 
Joſeph Nicholſon, Apothecary in Sas 
3 \ licbury-Court in Fleerſtreet. 


Tbe Society for Propagating the 
Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 


Rowland "Tryon, Eſq; 4 in Linefrec 
Jr 
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The Society for Promoting Chriſti- 


an Knowledge. 


The Reverend Mr. Henry 
 London- Houſe in Alderſgateſtreet. 


Shs at - + 


I 


For the Proteſtant Miſſion to the 


Ef- Indies; 3 And alſo. for Parochial = 


Libraries. 


Mr. Henry Sins. at the Golden- 
Bottle in Heere. | 


For printing and Diſperſi ing Com- 
mon- Prayer. Books, Catechiſms, Sc. 


N in the Iriſh Language. 


| The Reverend Mr. Shute, at Londen . 


Houſe as above. 


The Reverend Mr. Richardſon, at .- 


Belturbet | in Tel and. 


FT INI VS. 
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BOOKS Sold by J. Downing i Bartho- 
lomew-Cloſe near Weſt-Smithheld. 


"HE Grounds and Principles of the Chriſtian 
Relig on, explain'd in a Catechetical Diſ- 


courſe ſor the Inſtruction of young People. Writ® 


ten in Fiench by J. Oft:rvld 3 and tranſlated by 


Mx. Wanley, and teviſed by Dr. Stanhope. 2d Edit. 


— 
. 


A Farther Inſtruction for thoſe who have learnt 


the Church Catechiſm. Wherein, by an Expl. nati- 
on of the Feſtivals and Faſts of the Church of Eu- 
lind, Chriſtians are reminded and fix d in the Pro- 


feſſion of the Articles of the Apoſtles Creed. 
A New Method of Catechizing, by way of Que - 


ſtions upon the Church Ca techiſim: Together with 
Directions all along for inculcating into Children 


the Fundamental Principles of Chriſtianity therein | 


es. 7 


The Church Ctechiſin broke into ſhort Que. 


tions, with an Explanation of ſome Words, for 


the eafier Underſtanding of it: To which are 


added, Prayers for the Charity Schools. 


A Short Carechiſin, explaining the Subſtance of 
the Chriſtian Religion. Suited to the Underſtand- 
ing of Children, and the meaneſt Capacities, 


The Duty of Publick Worſhip proved; to 


which are added, Directions for a devout Behavi- 
our therein. Drawn chiefly from the holy Scri- 
pture, and the Lirnrgy of the Church; and an 


Account of the Nethocdl of the Common - Prayer. 


Church. 


By way of Queſtion and Anſwer. 5 
Directions for the derout and proper Uſe of the 
Common Prayer, in the daily Service of the 


The Chriſtians Way to Heaven: Or, what he 

muſt do to de ſaved. „ 
The Yonng-man's Iuſtructor: Or ſome Dire di- 

ons for his whole Behaviour. Far che Ute of the 


 Charity-Schoels. 


f The neceffary Duty of Family Prayer, and the 
deplorable Condition of Prayerleſs Families conſi- 
dered, in a Letter from a Miniſter to his Pariſh. „ 
| joners, With Prayers for their Uſe, £7 
The Young-man's Monitor: ſhewing the great 
Happineſs of early Piety, and the dreadful Conſe- 
quence of indulging Youthful Luſts. 1 
A A few Cautions and Directions in order to the 
more Devont and Decent Performance of the pub- 
lick Worſhip of God, as appointed by the Church 
' of England. ” 
The Country Miniſter's InſtruQion to bis Young 
_ Pariſhioners at Eaſter, who deſire to come to the 
Communion. To which is added, ſome Direct ions 
for their ſoture Behaviour, and Prayers proper for 
the Sacrament and for daily Devotion. 
The Duty of Reproof, with the moſt material | 
| Objections againſt it conſider d; and ſome Cauti- 
ons and Directions added, which may be helpful 
towards a ſucceſsful Diſcharge of it. x 
The Chriſtian Peace-Maker. By a Mcmber of 
the Church of Eneland. 
The Art of Spelling and Reading Engliſh, with | 
Proper and Uſeful Leſſons for Children, Pra yers, 
| Fſulms, Hymns, Oc | 
A ſhort Grammar for the Engliſh Tongue: For 
the Uſe of Engliſh Schools. Dedicated to the Ho- 
nourable Society for Propagating Chriſtian Know+ -* 
| ledges Both by William Turner, M. A. Maſter 
of the Free School at Sramford in Lincolnſhire, = 
Paſtoral Advice to young perſons, in order to 
their being confirmed by the Biſhops 
Paſtoral Advice to a young Perſon lately confir- 
med by the Biſhop, | 
A Diſcourſe concerning Wilfal Sin, and Sins of 
Infirmity, With another of Reſtitution. By the 
Right Reverend Richara, te Lord Bihop of 


* and Wells. 
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